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Who are we?

Hi! We are Gitte, Karen, Lot-
te, Wina & Britt. We went 
to London to have the full 
West End experience. We 
talked about our plans 
for London and after Yan-
ne heard them, she really 
wanted to join us. And we 
thought, how do you say 
that in Dutch, “Hoe meer 
zielen, hoe meer vreugd!” 
Do you want to explore our 
fantastic trip too?  Then 
please continue. Enjoy!

WEST END theatre

West End has been the 
breeding ground for mu-
sical talent for years. Eve-
ry day, dozens of musicals 
are performed there and 
attract thousands of vi-
sitors. The West End is the 
Broadway of the United 
Kingdom.

Wicked

Wicked is the number one 
musical in the West End 
and has been staged since 
2006 with an enormously 
strong cast. So this musi-
cal could certainly not be 
missed during our trip. 
We had the whole Ozian 
experience!

Matilda

Everyone knows Roald 
Dahl’s famous book: Ma-
tilda. In London, a su-
per-talented cast of child-
ren perform this musical 
to full houses. So this mu-
sical could certainly not 
be missed on our trip. We 
were amazed by the ta-
lent of these young child-
ren!

abbey road

The most famous zebra 
crossing in the world is on 
Abbey Road. Apart from 
the famous zebra cros-
sing, it is also home to 
the Abbey Road Studios, 
where many famous ar-
tists have recorded their 
hits. Worth a look for us!

RON crocker

Ron Crocker is current-
ly the conductor of the 
orchestra that provides 
Wicked the musical. He 
was so kind to respond to 
some questions. 
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Savannah Stevenson

Savannah Stevenson 
knew from a very young 
age that she wanted to 
be on stage. She played 
Glinda in Wicked and re-
cently she has also starred 
in Little Women. We in-
terviewed her to find out 
what the musical world in 
London is like.

our experiences

We really had the time 
of our lives in London. 
It was a real eye opener 
and we definitely want 
to go back!
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Karen

GITTE WINALOTTE

BRITT YANNE

why we chose london

When we think of London we hear one thing.... MUSICALS. London is a vibrant city full of entertainment 
where you can experience something new and unexpected every day. The city of London is very famous 
for its West End Musicals. We could not miss the opportunity to make an assignment around this subject, 
we did not hesitate and immediately booked our trip. In the end, we chose to go see two musicals, one that 
is very well known and one that is less well known to compare the differences. We were lucky enough to 
be able to do an interview with a conductor of musicals and a musical actress herself, all of which you can 
find in this magazine! Besides musicals, London is a tremendously beautiful city with beautiful buildings. 
We would really give anything to be able to go back to London and its wonderful world of musicals. We are 
6 girls with one thing in common, our love for musicals and for London

- MUSICAL FREAKS -

The one we would get lost 
without aka our GPS

The one that can’t pose nor-
mal for pictures

The one trying to spot Harry 
Styles everywhere

The one always wearing a 
buckethat

The one in need of a girls 
trip (yes, this is Britt’s 

buckethat)

The one who came with us 
for fun, not for the assign-

ment
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WEST END THEATRE
Ah, the West End. The home of London thea-
tre. There’s nowhere else like it in the world. 
People travel from all over to see a London 
show – and with good reason. London musi-
cals are the best.  Whether you’re a musical 
nut or just visiting London, you must spend 
a night in Theatreland, aka the West End. Al-
most 15 million people visit West End thea-
tres every year to take in some of the most 
spectacular shows in the world. What are you 
waiting for? Go to West End shows!

Nothing beats the energy of London musi-
cals. As well as the exercise-inducing excite-
ment, live theatre offers an atmosphere you 
won’t find anywhere else. Those brilliant per-
formers we mentioned? Yeah, they’re great 
because of you. Raw talent and years of train-
ing can only get them so far. The contagious 
electricity of the audience, that’s what makes 
them so good. And because of that, no two 

performances of London musicals are the 
same. Live musicals are just that magical. 

It’s an absolute phenomenon. No matter the 
subject, no matter the number of deaths you 
witness during the two-hour show, you’ll 
leave the theatre feeling upbeat and alive! 
Even if you do end up crying your eyes out, 
experiencing the lives of those characters and 
taking part in a standing ovation will have you 
feeling on top of the world when you exit the 
theatre. No matter what you see, you’ll have 
your spirits lifted and your adrenaline rushing 
through your veins. West End theatres are not 
only beautiful but also full of history. Many 
of the London theatres date back hundreds 
of years, some even date back 300 years and 
almost all of them have been open for over a 
century. So before that curtain goes up and 
you’re whisked away on an epic journey, have 
a good look at the building around you.

“There’s something about doing theatre in 
London, It sinks a little bit deeper in your 
soul.It’s the West End Theatre tradition”

“The story won’t differ, but every time you 
see a show, you’ll experience it differently. 
That’s the gift of live performance.”
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THE UNTOLD STORY OF THE WITCHES OF OZ
When Dorothy famously triumphed over the Wicked Witch of the West, we only ever heard one side of the story. Gregory 
Maguire‘s acclaimed 1995 novel, ‘Wicked: The Life and Times of the Wicked Witch of the West’, re-imagines the Land of Oz, 
creating a parallel universe to the familiar story written by L. Frank Baum and first published as ‘The Wonderful Wizard 

of Oz’ in 1900. 

Wicked tells the incredible story of an unlikely but profound 
friendship between two young women: the blonde and very 
popular Glinda and a misunderstood green girl named Elpha-
ba. Following an encounter with the wonderful wizard, their 
friendship reaches a crossroads and their lives take very diffe-
rent paths. Glinda’s unflinching desire for popularity sees her se-
duced by power, while Elphaba’s determination to remain true to 
herself, and to those arund her, will have unexpected and shoc-
king consequences on her future. Their extraordinary adventu-
res in Oz will ultimately see them fulfil their destinies as Glinda 
The Good and The Wicked Witch of The West. 

The StoryThe Story

PopularPopular
Wicked has taken the world of musical theatre by storm. Wic-
ked’s London production, which continues to run at the Apollo 
Victoria Theatre in the West End has now entered the ranks of 
London’s long-running shows. 

Winner of over 100 international awards, the Wicked musical has 
cast its magical spell over audiences of all ages across the world 
for almost two decades and continues to be a record-breaking 
hit at London’s Apollo Victoria Theatre, where it is now the ninth 
longest-running West End musical of all time. Wicked began 
previews in London on 7 Sept. 2006, with an official opening on 
27 Sept. 2006. The show celebrated its 15th anniversary on 28 
Sept. 2021 and has been seen by over 10 million people.

Lucie Jones asLucie Jones as
ElphabaElphaba

Helene Woolf asHelene Woolf as
GlindaGlinda

- No one mourns the Wiicked
- Dear Old Shiz
- The Wizard and I
- What Is This Feeling?
- Something Bad
- Dancing Through Life 
- Popular
- I’m Not That Girl
- One Short Day

- A Sentimental Man
- Defying Gravity
- Thank Goodness
- Wonderful
- As Long As You’re Mine
- No Good Deed
- March Of The Witch Hunters
- For Good
- Finale

SongsSongs
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Could you give us an overview 
of your career. That would be 
awesome. 
So I’ve kind of been interested in 
forming from being very young, 
certainly from being a teenag-
er. And I auditioned. I think the 
first thing that would have got 
me on the ladder to doing well 
was I auditioned for something 
called the National Youth Music 
Theater over here in the UK. And 
that was when I was about 14 
or 15. And I started to do, like, 
you would go away and do, like, 
residential workshops and then 
do performances with them. And 
then that kind of  helped me to 
start to understand how I could 
maybe make it a career, because 
I’m from a very small village 
in a place called Derbyshire in 
the UK, and I’m not any kind of 
chauffeur’s family or anything 
like that at all. And so it was a bit 
of a mystery. I didn’t really know 
about drama school. I didn’t real-
ly know if I could  make a career 
for myself and how to do it. So 
that was the first stepping stone. 
And so I auditioned. 

How old where you then?
When I was 18, I auditioned to 
go to drama school, and I went 
to the Guildford School of Act-
ing, which is, I think it’s the best, 
but it’s certainly is one of the 
best schools, but  specifically 
for musical theater. So I trained 
there for three years and got 
my degree there. And it’s a very 
sort of practical school. So in the 
third year, you start to do shows, 
and we had industry profession-
als will come in to direct and 

choreograph those shows. And 
I was very lucky that the show 
that I was in had a great industry 
choreographer  and director, and 
they recommended me at the 
time to their agent, so the agent 
that represented them. And so I 
ended up signing with her while 
I was still at school, while I was 
still at College. And  that led me 
to my first audition, which was 
for the original cast of Mary Pop-
pins and I ended up getting that  
job. I  was in the ensemble and 
then I did a lot of understudying, 
I understudied Mary and Mrs. 
Banks with the two female leads 
in that company, and it was just 
the best training ground. 

What do you mean by that?
So in terms of theater,  there’s no 
bigger producer than Cameron 
Macintosh, there’s no bigger 
director than Richard. At 21, I 
was so lucky to be able to work 
with these amazing people and 
see how other actors worked 
because I was just so new to it 
all. So  yeah, that was a really 
good sort of foundation. And 
understudy as well, was a really 
good foundation. And so that’s 
where my career started. And 
for the first few years, my career, 
I worked mostly in theater and  
predominantly as an understudy. 

What does an understudy do?
So I would be in the ensemble of 
a show, but I would undertake 
the lead. So when the lead wasn’t 
on, I would go on and play the  
role. And in a long running show 
in the West End, people do take 
holiday and you get a number 

of performances  that way. And 
of course, if people are sick. As 
my career sort of  progressed, I 
started to step up into playing 
leading roles, my own. I started 
to do a little bit more television 
and film work well. And I guess 
what I’ve known for most over 
here is playing Glinda in Wicked. 
Are you Wicked fans? 

Ofcourse! That’s awesome, how 
long did you do it? 
For three years, at the time. I 
played Glinda. But now my life 
has changed quite a lot since 
playing Glinda. Since that time I 
got married. So I got married on 
that job. And we now have a little 
boy. He’s two. 

Did your life change after hav-
ing a kid?
Right now life is a little bit differ-
ent. And my career has had to 
modify a little bit in order to be 
his mom, to have fun with him. 
So most recently, I did a pro-
duction of Little  Women at the 
Park Theater. And that was really 
fun for me. It’s the first time I’ve 
played a mother on stage. And 
that really worked for our family 
because it was a short run. It was 
done by Christmas. I’m finding 
I’m doing a lot more television. 
So I’ve just wrapped on a TV 
show called London kills. So I’m 
starting to kind of move through 
my career. It’s all just become a 
little bit different. I don’t really 
want to do anything too long 
running like I practice to Wicked 
unless it was is really something 
that I really wanted to do.

Savannah
Stevenson

Our Interview

OUR OZIAN EXPERIENCE
We went to London with only one goal: to have a full musical experience. We had no expectations at all as none of us 
had ever seen a musical in the West End. We had seen a few musicals in Belgium and as real musical fans we were very 

curious how they produce musicals in London. Exciting!

Our first word after the musical? Wow! Some of us are still wi-
ping away their tears during the final applause and others are 
standing up for a well-deserved standing ovation! We had never 
seen a musical of this level before. The costumes, the decors and 
above all: what voices! Such a talented and quality cast! When 
we interviewed the conductor he told us that it was the debut 
of Laura Harrison as Elphaba, normally she is in the ensemble. 
Laura had never been to a technical rehearsal and had never 
been completely ‘green’ before. She also only knew two hours 
before the show that she would be playing Elphaba that night. 
A dream come true for her, we read later on her socials. This 
impressed us even more with the professionalism of the cast.

We were completely overwhelmed. After seeing Wicked we re-
ally wanted to be in it ourselves. Wicked is definitely worth a 
visit so when you are in London you should definitely see this 
number 1 show.

1. Defying Gravity (of course!)
2. For Good
3. As Long As You’re Mine
4. What Is This Feeling
5. One Short Day

Our 5 favorite songsOur 5 favorite songs

“Everyone deserves a chance to fly!” 
-Elphaba-
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“Nobody but me is gonna change my story”

Matilda is the story of an extraordinary little girl with ex-
traordinary powers. The daughter of abusive parents, Mat-
ilda finds refuge in library books, which she reads quickly 
and in creating her own stories. Things are no better at 
school, where Matilda also must face a tyrannical and cruel 
headmistress, Miss Trunchbull, who believes in Crunchem 
Hall’s motto: “Bambinatum est Magitum,” or “Children are 
Maggots.” She finds companionship in her teacher, Miss 
Honey, though well-intentioned, is shy and fragile. Brave 
little Matilda knows she has to stand up against the adults 
in her world, and in doing so, discovers her own remarka-
ble powers. Matilda’s bravery teaches Miss Honey and her 
classmates an important lesson -- that even though life 
can be hard, “nobody but me is gonna change my story” 
so “sometimes you have to be a little bit naughty.”

MATILDA

Issabella Jonsson
Miss trunchbull

Elliot Harper

Miss honey

Carly Thomas
Bruce

Rudy Gibson

Mrs Wormwood

Rebecca Thornhill

Mr Wormwood

Sebastien Torkia
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We deliberately chose two different kinds of musi-
cals, the most famous one in London, Wicked and 
one of the lesser known ones, Matilda. After watch-
ing Wicked, our expectations were very high! The 
first thing we noticed was that in the theatre of 
Matilda there was a complete different atmosphere 
then in the theatre of Wicked. You noticed Matilda 
was more suitable for kids then Wicked, which is 
very logical because there are kids playing in the 
Matilda musical. Because of this it was also more 
difficult to get our cameras inside. When the musi-
cal started we were all very excited! The fun thing 
was that we all love the movie and book Matilda, so 
seeing it in the form of a musical was very cool and 
different, the musical totally filled our expectations! 
The songs are also extremely addictive, we still lis-
ten to them nowadays. We were very stunned by 
the talent of all the kids, they were so professional, 

The musical had a lot of cool tricks, like a kid flying 
through the air. The actors also walked through the 
audience sometimes which was very cool because 
we hadn’t seen that before! When the song “Re-
volting Children” started playing our mouths fell 
open and the theatre was filled with laughter which 
made us all very happy. When the musical ended 
we were very satisfied but also kind off sad because 
Matilda was our last musical in London. The next 
day we tried getting tickets for another musical be-
cause we were getting obsessed with West End be-
cause watching a London musical literally feels like 
a dream, but sadly all the tickets were already sold 
out. We enjoyed the West End musicals so much we 
are already trying to plan another trip to this very 
entertaining city, London. Just like the name of a 
song in the musical, seeing Matilda The Musical live 
was truly a ‘miracle’! 

OUR EXPERIENCE

SONGS OUR FAVORITES

- Miracle
- Naughty
- School Song
- Pathetic
- The Hammer
- Loud
- This Little Girl
- Bruce
- Telly

- Entr’acte
- When I Grow Up
- I’m Here
- The Smell Of Rebellion
- Quiet
- My House
- Revolting Children
- When I Grow Up 
(Reprise)

Revolting Children
When I Grow Up
School Song 
Naughty
Miracle

Roald Dahl’s much-loved story about a gifted girl with 
a horrible family has been enjoyed by the world since 
1988. But it wasn’t until Dennis Kelly and Tim Minchin 
paired up to adapt the book into a musical did it become 
the phenomenon it is now.The show first premiered at 
the RSC’s Courtyard Theatre in Stratford-upon-Avon in 
2010 before opening at London’s Cambridge Theatre 
in the West End in 2011. In its first year, the show won 
a record-breaking (at the time) seven Olivier Awards – 
still the record number of Oliviers won by a musical. In 
2013, it opened on Broadway and won five Tony Awards. 
Matilda has wowed millions around the world with pro-
ductions not only on the West End and Broadway, but 
in Australia, New Zealand, Canada, the Philippines and 
Korea. It’s won 85 international awards, including 16 for 
Best Musical, and it’s loved by children of all ages – even 
theatre critics. The production has been seen by over 9 
million people across over 70 cities worldwide and won 
over 86 international awards.

Boasting an incredibly designed and constructed set, Matilda The Musical opened at the Cambridge 
Theatre in the West End on 25 October 2011 and has been there ever since. It’s now the longest running 
show the Cambridge Theatre has ever had. We can’t think of a reason why you wouldn’t love Matilda 
The Musical. It’s a heart-warming show packed full of wonder, magic, rebellion and fun that’ll keep every 
member of the family entertained.
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ABBEY ROAD
Abbey Road is a street in northwestern London that includes one of the world’s most famous recor-
ding studios, as well as the famed Beatles zebra crossing. The Abbey Road Beatles location is located 
in St John’s Wood, North-West London. This charming neighborhood, located North of Regent’s 
Park and South of Hampstead, has numerous cafes, restaurants, and Lord’s Cricket Ground. Despite 
the fact that the Beatles were born and raised in Liverpool, there is no official Abbey Road Liverpool 
crossing. Abbey road is a place where a lott of people go for a quick visit and where there is much 
to experience!

Walk across the iconic pede-
strian crossing

The Abbey Road zebra crossing is 
well-known global as the spot cap-
tured on The Beatles Abbey Road 
album cover. The cover, which in-
dicates an photograph of each of 
The Beatles crossing Abbey Road, 
has turn out to be one of the most 
well-known album sleeves of all 
time.

Replicate the “Fab Four’s” Abbey 
Road cowl photo by taking walks 
with your friends on The Beatles 
crossing on Abbey Road – but con-
sider the street is in steady use by 
means of road users!

As you can see, we’ve recreate the 
famous photo as well! At the same 
moment, there were other tourists 
who also wanted to recreate the  
picture. So we helped each other 
out. There is also an employee who 
gives you a brochure and directs 
you to the abbey road studios shop. 

It was a nice experience to make 
this photo. The downside of this 
experience was that there was a lot 
of traffic so you don’t have a lot of 
time to take the picture.

“The Second side of 
Abbey Road is my 

favorite”

THE  BEATLES

Since 1931, these world-renowned 
recording studio has welcomed 
the likes of Pink Floyd and Edward 
Elgar, and they remain being some 
of the best studios in the world. 
Kanye West, Adele, and Florence 
and the Machine have all just re-
leased albums.

Although there is no official Ab-
bey Road Studios tour, you can 
photograph the building from the 
outside, leave a message on its 
graffiti wall, or browse the shop 
for souvenirs. On the Abbey Road 
Studios website, you can take a 
virtual tour of the studios. There’s 
also a live Abbey Road webcam, 
so if you wave to it and you’ll be 
able to see your Abbey Road pho-
to later on the internet!

The Beatles’ album Abbey Road 
was released in 1969 and is called 
after Abbey Road, the street whe-
re the studio is located. Many of 
The Beatles’ songs were recorded 
at these studios.

Although ‘Let It Be’ was released 
later, Abbey Road is the band’s fi-
nal recorded album. After the Get 
Back sessions, the band members 
planned to record one more good 
album before calling it quits. Ac-
cording to reviewers, Abbey Road 
is a very popular album; side two 

was especially appreciated. This 
side of the album has a medley 
of completed and incomplete 
tracks, with the tune ‘You Never 
Give Me Your Money’ reoccur-
ring. Ringo Starr once said, “The 
second side of Abbey Road is my 
favorite”   George Martin produ-
ced the album for Apple Records. 

Geoff Emerick, Alan Parsons, and 
Phil McDonald were the other 
engineers on the recordings. The 
album’s recording began in April 
1969. In September of that year, 
the album was released. Paul Mc-
Cartney came up with the con-
cept for this cover.

Iain MacMillan took the fa-
mous photo on August 8, 1969. 
He barely had ten minutes to cap-
ture the image. Abbey Road was 
the first, but far from the only, 
Beatles album to feature neither 
the band’s nor the album’s names 
on the front cover. “The Beatles” 
and “Abbey Road” are prominent-
ly displayed on the reverse cover. 
This cover has become one of the 
most famous in music history.

This cover was later frequently 
replicated by various artists. The 
Red Hot Chilli Peppers’ cover of 
The Abbey Road EP is an example. 
The Red Hot Chili Peppers, on the 
other hand, go across the cross-
walk with only a sock around their 
genitals. Today, the Abbey Road 
crosswalk in question is a popular 
tourist destination. People snap-
ping similar photos on the cros-
sing constantly block the flow of 
traffic.
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“Selling everything 
from T-shirts 

and merchandise 
to vinyl and 
stationery”

In addition to the famous crosswalk, you also 
have the Abbey Road Studios shop nearby. You 
can pick up a nice little souvenir for your visit, 
on top of your photos. It’s a real experience for 
the eyes! You can buy all kinds of stuff there. 
Supplies for instruments but also tourist pro-
ducts: merchandise, clothes, collections and 
records. There is also an online webshop of the 
Abbey Road Studios. It was very fun to visit it. 
An ideal activity to do with your friends! 

They have thought well about a certain atmosp-
here. The store has a certain retro vibe. The color 
“red” is definitely their theme color. In Abbey 
Road, there is a café at St. John’s Wood Tube 
station. It’s a lovely little shop which sells you a 
nice cuppa. It also has a range of Beatles mer-
chandise and ‘I crossed Abbey Road’ gifts. This is 
a great stop for a Beatles fan.  Abby Road Stu-
dios is obviously next door, but you can’t go in 
because it’s still a working recording studio. The 
presents were of excellent quality. As a result, 
the products are a little more expensive. But it’s 
well worth the stop! If you’re a Beatles fan, a visit 
to the Abbey Road souvenir shop in London is a 
must.

It is the official store of the recording studios 
“Abbey Road Studios” and is located in the buil-
ding next to the studios. 
 
The Beatles are the exclusive focus of the shop, 
which features a wide range of memorabilia, 
souvenirs, and mementos. It contains a lot of 
nice and well-executed features. It is not a store 
for casual tourists, but rather for Beatles ent-
husiasts and collectors looking for high-quality 
items. Everything related to the Beatles may be 
found here!

THE ABBEY   ROAD STUDIOS

THE     S TORE
Outside the business, there is some interesting 
wall art to photograph. In a nutshell, their at-
mosphere and decoration creates a real expe-
rience. It gives the tourists a “nostalgic” feeling. 
Because if this, they attract many visitors to 
the store. Outside the store you will find street 
art and a piece of history. Inside you will find a 
wide range of souvenirs for real music fans.

The personnel were friendly and accommoda-
ting, allowing the visitors to browse and look 
about as if we were in a museum rather than 
a store. Reading about the studios, looking at 
the studios building (from the outside), reading 
the chronology banners, and looking out of the 
windows are all enjoyable activities. They offer a 
lot of Abbey Road studios, The Beatles, and Pink 
Floyd memorabilia, the kinds of things you’d 
expect to find in a shop like this.
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Ron Crocker - Musical Director

Ron studied music 
at King’s College 
London and the 
Royal Academy Of 
Music

He is currently the Musical Director for Wicked in London’s West End. Prior to this, 
he was the Musical Director for The Book of Mormon (Prince of Wales).

As Associate Conductor and Assistant Musical Director, his credits include Billy 
Elliot the Musical (Victoria Palace); Jersey Boys (Prince Edward); Shrek The Musical 
(Theatre Royal, Drury Lane) and The Book of Mormon (Prince of Wales).

Workshop MD credits include Nativity! the Musical and Miss Atomic Bomb.

Ron also coaches and consults as a children’s vocal specialist on major West End 
and touring musicals. As well as coaching on the Postgraduate Musical Theatre 
course, Ron is an Associate of The Royal Academy of Music (ARAM).

“THE WICKED 
ORCHESTRA
WHERE ALL
THE MAGIC 
HAPPENS”
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Interview with Ron Crocker

”The first time 
to come back 

after a lockdown  
and do this, it’s 

like yaaay!”

Have you done a lot of musicals?

“My first musical was Billy Elliot, as a 
children’s music director. And I’ve been 
an assistant musical director on Jersey 
Boys and Shrek. I was also a music di-
rector on Pretty Woman. 

After the lockdown I joined Wicked in 
August. I was like the only person here 
who didn’t know Wicked.”

How long do you rehearse for the 
same musical?

“We are still rehearsing. We opened 
this cast on February the 1st, on my 
birthday, and we still rehearse with the 
lights, costumes etc. So, it has taken 
that long. 
We get two days a week to rehearse. 
It’s a big long show and there are a lot 
of technical aspects.”

How does it work when someone 
has to fall in and how many hours 
before does someone know that 
they have to perform?

“The girl that performed Elphaba to-
day knew it at 5 o’clock. So, it’s very 
unpredictable.” 

How did you start doing this? 
What was your major?

“I trained classical mainly, a lot of 
people have jazz background or 
rock but I trained classically. I went to 
King’s College London, did a classi-
cal degree there. I did a postgradu-
ate at the Royal Academy Of Music 
as a postgraduate musical theatre 
course. It was in the year of 2005. 
I got to understand how the voice 
works, I’ve been to singing and dan-
ce lessons. I even got to learn how 
to tap dance (laughs). 

So, that was a year postgraduate . 
In that same year my teacher said 
that we needed to rehearse for Billy 
Elliot and I was like very excited for 
it and they eventually kept me on. I 
got loads of experience on one gig.  
It was a lot of rehearsing and then I 
got to play the pit. Then they asked 
me to conduct once in two weeks, 
so I got all this experience out of 
one gig. I was very very lucky to get 
all that experience out of just being 
asked to rehearse and that’s when 
they kept me on. So, that was gre-
at!”

How long does the cast rehearse to 
learn all the dancing?

“It’s about four weeks of rehearsal. It’s 
a very small time scheduling, there is 
not a lot of stage time to rehearse. 
We practice it in a rehearsal space.But 
it’s four weeks from day one of the mu-
sical and then to learning all the dan-
cing.”

Do you do one show a day?

“So, we do two on a Wednesday and 
two on a Saturday. And we do one every 
other day including a Sunday now. So, 
Monday is our day off. It’s eight shows 
a week, but I’ll conduct six a week. 
The first time to come back after a 
lockdown, after two years, and do this, 
it’s like yaaay. It was great!”

How long have you been doing this 
job?

“Since 2006.”

How does it feel to have all the res-
ponsibility because you are leading 
everyone?

“It is very scary the first day of rehear-
sals. But I spend the whole summer 
practising at home in my shed. I was 
quite prepared for this because I was 
on my own and I know what I need 
to do for me to be prepared. But I 
couldn’t have come in a week before, I 
have to have it in my body for months. 
When I learn how it really goes than I 
can change it a bit. But it’s a very fluid 
moving show. So, no it wasn’t scary, it 
is quite exhilarating”

Do you have a tradition that you do 
after each show?

“Run for the train (laughs).”

“I even got to 
learn how to
tap dance!”
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London 
baby

London is a beautiful city where we have made unforgettable memo-
ries. The city has brought us closer together as a group but we also 
learned lots of new things on our trip. Wina has seen the famous Harry 
Styles poster. Lotte has become a pro at playing GPS! Yanne has been 
implemented in our vacation. Britt has a new buckethat for her collec-
tion! Karen has discovered that she also rocks with buckethats. And in 
the end Gitte has endless crazy photos for her finsta!

We defenitly had the times of our lives! 
Subsequently, it was tremendously nice to 
meet British people. During a walk in Hyde 
Park we met the famous opera singer Nicky 
Spence. We were allowed to sing with him 
during his workshop ‘everyone can sing’. 
Nicky wants to show with his lessons that 
everyone can sing once they have found 
their own ‘basement’. “Singing is so easy, 
you just need to practice every day and 
dare to hit high notes.” After the singing 
lesson, we had a little chat with him. It was 
a pleasant encounter! Nicky loves Belgium 
and was also going to Brussels very soon. He 
also told us about the opera world and that 
he is a big fan of the musical SIX. 

In addition, it was also an honor to be able 
to call with the well-known musical actress 
Savannah Stevenson! She even sang a piece 
for us of the wonderful song “For Good” 
from the musical Wicked. She was a really 
sweet woman!

We also had the opportunity to interview 
the sympathetic composer of the musical 
Wicked. He gave us a glimpse into his life as 
a composer. He also told us how he made 
his career. 

These encounters really added value to our 
trip. It’s always really fun to get to know 
people. Especially in a country full of musi-
cals and singers!

Our experiences “To grow your voice

and sing just like your 
pavarotti

sing from your basement

please find your basement

anyone can sing when you 

release your voice!”

“We had the 
time of our 

lives”

Sing along with 
Nicky Spence!

London is definitely a city of high media 
& entertainment. Close to our accommo-
dation there was a BBC radio station. In 
Piccadilly Circus, you could also find big 
billboards on buildings like in New York. 
There were also posters of Harry Styles new 
album hidden in this city. Because of this 
we can conclude that London values Media 
a lot. We also noticed that British people 
are very social and always want to talk to 
tourists. On the streets and in the subway 
stations you automatically come across 
a lot of entertainment. You come across 
artists doing street art, musicians, singers, 
people giving speeches about Christianity.... 
Actually you can say that London has beco-
me the new city that never sleeps!

Of course, we can’t forget the musicals! 
London breathes the musical feeling! it is 
the number one entertainment of this city. 
The musicals Matilda and Wicked exceeded 
our expectations. It was hugely admiring 
and spectacular! It is not comparable to 
the musicals you see in Belgium. It evoked 
different emotions in us.  Besides our 

the same musical 6 times, for others a 
musical is the perfect birthday gift! We 
will definitely come back again because 
we really did have the time of our lives!

opinion, we also 
interviewed local 
people on the 
nights of the mu-
sicals. one thing 
we can be sure of 
is that everyone 
is happy with 
musicals. every-
one experiences 
the experience 
differently. Some 
can see
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Pictures
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